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MAYOR EMANUEL, CITY OFFICIAL CONTINUE PROGRESS ON NAVY PIER FLYOVER 
PROJECT 

Project Will Eliminate Downtown Street Crossings and Create an Uninterrupted 18-Mile 
Lakefront Trail 

  
Mayor Rahm Emanuel today joined the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) and 
the Chicago Parks District to break ground on construction that  continues on the Navy Pier 
Flyover Project, a 2,200 foot structure that will connect the two halves of Chicago’s 
Lakefront Trail and help separate pedestrians and bicyclists from cars crossing at Illinois 
and Grand Street. The project will improve safety and eliminate two major bottlenecks on 
Chicago’s signature lakefront recreational trail, which is used by thousands of people each 
day during busy summer weekends. 
  
“We’ve reached a significant milestone in the construction of the Navy Pier Flyover,” Mayor 
Emanuel said. “The Lakefront Trail is one of Chicago’s jewels, and this investment will 
create a seamless connection between the north and south sides of the Trail. It will make it 
safer and easier for everyone to get through the popular area near Navy Pier, whether they 
are walking, running or biking.”  
  
The most recent project consists of a new 16-foot wide multipurpose bridge from just 
north of Ogden Slip to the north end of the Chicago River Bridge. The 807 foot segment will 
run alongside lower Lake Shore Drive and over DuSable Park. This will deliver a usable 
segment of the Flyover, carrying pedestrians and bicycle riders over Illinois and Grand 
Streets, when it reaches substantial completion by the end of 2018. 
  
“CDOT is very pleased to be launching work on the second phase of the Navy Pier Flyover 
project,” CDOT Commissioner Rebekah Scheinfeld said.  “This means that by the end 2018, 
we expect to achieve the most important safety improvement of the project, which is 
separating pedestrians and bicyclists from the vehicular traffic that crosses at Illinois and 
Grand Streets. This will represent a major improvement for everyone who uses the 
Lakefront Trail through the downtown area.” 
  



 

 

 

 

The Park District is also in the midst the Lakefront Trail Separation, a major project to 
designed to alleviate areas of congestion by creating two distinct paths: a bike trail and a 
separate pedestrian trail for those on foot. 
  
“Chicago lakefront parks and trail are among our city’s most popular destinations,” said 
Chicago Park District General Superintendent & CEO Michael Kelly. “The completion of the 
Navy Pier Flyover and Lakefront Trail Separation will dramatically minimize congestion, 
making the experience more enjoyable and safer for everyone.”  
  
Initial funding was provided by the Chicago Park District. Completion of the project was 
made possible through a donation from Ken Griffin, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
Citadel. Chicago’s entire 18-mile Lakefront Trail, which runs from Ardmore Avenue on the 
north to 71st Street on the south, will be separated for cyclists and pedestrian. Completion 
is expected in 2018. 
  
Additional construction work on the Navy Pier Flyover is expected to begin in spring of 
2018, with the Lakefront Trail portion expected to be completed within the first 12 months. 
   
 Funding for the project is coming from federal and state sources. In order to get the project 
completed within existing resources, the construction schedule has been spread over 
several years. 
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